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" BC TRANSIT SHOWCASES FUEL CELL

TECHNOLOGY AT THE 2010 OLYMPIC GAMES

The world’s largest fleet of hydrogen fuel cell buses in operation in a single location
has captured the attention of the world during the Vancouver 2010 Olympics and Paralympics.

“This is a milestone achievement,” says Joanna Morton of BC Transit. “We’ve
seen demonstrations from other transit systems around the world that have
included one, two or three buses but ours will be the first to utilize and test
a fleet of this size.”

After undergoing testing and evaluation in Victoria, the location of BC Transit’s
headquarters, the fleet of hydrogen fuel cell buses was relocated to Whistler
in time for the Olympic and Paralympic Games. In order to accommodate
demand for public transportation during The Games, the Whistler fleet
grew from 39 to 135 buses operating in Whistler and connecting routes to
Squamish and Pemberton.

“There has definitely been a lot of local and international media interest in
the fleet,” says Morton. “We had put all of this in place in 2007 when the
province announced it would be contributing to the project. When Whistler
was selected as a host site for the Olympics, we thought it would be a great
opportunity to showcase this technology in our backyard.

“At end of Olympics, the hydrogen fuel cell buses will form the backbone of
Whistler Transit’s fleet so we can further assess the ride and performance of

hydrogen fuel cell technology,” says Morton. “Because it is the largest fuel cell
fleet in the world, we also have the largest hydrogen fueling station.”

The development of a hydrogen bus fleet is part of British Columbia’s
commitment to fuel cell technologies and the Hydrogen Highway as
part of its overall plan to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 33 per cent
by 2020.

The Hydrogen Highway is a government-industry initiative seeking to
accelerate the demonstration and commercialization of hydrogen and fuel
cell technologies.

Hydrogen fuel cell-powered vehicles produce no smog-creating or greenhouse
gas emissions and can be twice as efficient as internal combustion engines.

New Flyer Industries of Winnipeg manufactured the fleet of low-floor buses,
which have a range of 450 to 500 km, a top speed of 90 km/h and a life
expectancy of 20 years. Air Liquide, together with Canadian companies Sacre-
Davey Group, Hydrogen Technology and Energy Corporation, and Hydrogenics
Corporation designed and supplied the hydrogen fueling stations and will
continue to operate and maintain them. Ballard provided the fuel cells. €






